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Preparations in full swing, PM Modi’s
constituency gears up for roadshow
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Inclusivity, better execution of schemes—

what trans folks expe

Sreya Deb

sreya.deb@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Despite a flurry of
schemes that focus on their
wellbeing, many from the trans-
gender community still feel
neglected and victims of official
apathy. HT spoke to some trans
persons in the state capital to
understand the community’s
expectations from the elections.

The city has 158 third-gender
voters, according to the recent
voters' list data.

“Thad applied fora TG (trans-

gender) identity card the day the
scheme was launched. It took
me L5 years to finally get it,”
said activist Priyanka Raghu-
vanshi, a transwoman.
The social welfare
department claims the
process usually takes
25 to 30 days.

Raghuvanshi said
politicians from the

5

Transgender voters take part
in arallyrecently held in
Lucknow. HT

seemed to share the same view.
Kashish said, “Trans persons
are only beginning toreach the
mainstream space.

That is because we
screamed ourselves

hoarse trying to get
attention. It has not

been to the credit of

any administration or

ruling party had . leader.”

visited her shelter to Elec[lons She said while the
campaign for votes. 202 4 community had hopes,
“But all these talks and it knew better than to
promises havealways —————————— have expectations
remained on paper.” from any administra-

“The system does not take
into account the basic issues of
displacement and financial
instability, which make it diffi-
cult to get the ID cards in the
first place,” she noted.

Sudha and Kashish Singh,
who are the members of ‘deras’
in Gosai Khera and Hazratganj,

tion.

However, opposing voices
were heard as well. Sonam
Chishti, the vice-president of UP
Transgender Welfare Board,
hailed the BJP government for
bringing in numerous welfare
and empowerment schemes for
the community. When asked to

ct from

elections

respond to the opinions that
allege the failure of implemen-
tation, she said, “Everything
takes time. One cannot expect to
prepare a dish without giving it
time to cook!” she reasoned.

Payal Singh, a member of the
Samajwadi Party, felt prior dis-
pensations were better adept at
dealing with issues faced by
transgenders.

“When the Congress was
here, we got timely pension, and
after that the SP regime always
helped whenever we had issues
that required police help. Nowa-
days, despite the separate police
chowkis for trans persons, they
often refuse to take cognisance
of crimes we report.”
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Decoding voter turnout: Insights

om U.P. & India’s electoral |

Data does not reveal
any definite trend or
any correlation
between voter
turnoutand an
incumbent party's
electoral prospects.
However, certain
notable events or
incidents preceding
elections do appear to
have some bearing on
the polling percentage
at times

Brajendra K Parashar
bkparashar@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: The drop in the
voter turnout in the initial pha-
ses of the ongoing Lok Sabha
elections in Uttar Pradesh, as
well in the country, compared
to the 2019 polls has triggered a
discussion on possible reasons
and consequences of the same.
An analysis of the Election
Commission data on voter turn-
out since the first Lok Sabha Gen-
eral Elections 1951-52 reveals
interesting insights into voter
behaviour in Uttar Pradesh.

U.P. LEADER IN POLITICS,
LAGGARD IN VOTING

The data does not reveal any
definite trend or any correlation
between voter turnout and an
incumbent party's electoral
prospects. However, certain
notable events or incidents pre-
ceding elections do appear to
have some bearing on the vater
turnout at times.

It is observed that U.P. and
Bihar — the states that are lead-
ers in politics — have been tradi-
tionally laggards in voting unlike
many surrounding states like
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Har-
yana, Punjab as well as southern
states and the North-east.

NO FIRST DIVISION

Uttar Pradesh has never
recorded overall vater turnout
of 60%, a first division, in the

Uttar Pradesh has never recorded overall voter turnout of

elections.

Lok Sabha elections. The state’s
best of 59.29% in 2019 narrowly
missed the “first division” mark.

Throughout history, U.P. has
mostly recorded lower turnout
than the national average,
except for the second Lok Sabha
elections in 1957 when it
(46.02%) slightly exceeded the
national average of 45.44%.

In eight of the 17 Lok Sabha
polls held in the country so far,
Uttar Pradesh recorded voter
turnout below 50% in 1951, 1957,
1971, 1980, 1991, 1996, 2004 and
2009. The national
average has been
above 60% in seven
elections in 1967 (the
first time), 1977, 1984,
1989, 1988, 2014 and
2019.

The very first Lok
Sabha polls in 1951-52
recorded the lowest
voter turnout of =

nationally.

Subsequently, there were
fluctuations in turnout, some-
times influenced by major
events and political dynamics.

In the next election in 1957,
the turnout in the state
improved to 46.02% exceeding
the country's total at 45.44%. It
surged to 54.51% in U.P. in the
1967 elections held in the back-
drop of the 1962 Indo-China war

Elections
2024

38.41% in U.P. and 44.87%

nistory

]

and 1965 Indo-Pak war. In this
election, the national voter
turnout surpassed 61%.

The turnout, however, dipped
again to 46.01% in the state in
1971 and 55.27% in the country.
Despite the fluctuations in voter
turnout, the Congress remained
in power all these years.

By the 1977 Lok Sabha polls,
marked by the first non-Con-
gress government led by Mor-
arji Desai at the Centre, the
voter turnout rose to 56.44% in
U.P. and 60.49% nationwide.
The following elee-
tions in 1980 saw a
decline in both state
(49.96%) and national
(56.92%) turnout.
These polls resulted in
the return of the Con-
gress to power, con-
trary to the assump-
tion that a lower turn-
out indicates support
for the status quo.

The 1984 elections following
assassination of then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhisaw the
Congress under Rajiv Gandhi
returning to power by a land-
slide victory amid an increased
voter turnout at 55.81% in UP
and 61.95% in the country even
though the higher polling is
believed to be an indication of
the anti-incumbency mood
among voters.

60%, a first division, in the Lok Sabha
HTFILE

A comparatively lower turn-
out of 51.27% in the state and
61.95% the country in 1989
ousted the Rajiv Gandhi govern-
ment amid the Bofors scandal,
paving the way for the forma-
tion of the VP Singh-led
National Front government.

The 1991 and the 1996 Lok
Sabha elections saw a dip in the
turnout at 49.24% and 46.50%
respectively in U.P. and 56.73%
and 57.94% nationally. Both the
elections led to the formation of
a new government at the Cen-
tre. The turnout jumped to
55.27% and 61.95% in the state
and in the country, respectively,
in 1998 as the BJP came back to
power after two years of unsta-
ble United Front governments
between 1996 and 1998,

By 1999, the turnout fell
slightly (53.53% in UP and
59.99% in country) with no
impact on BJP government's
re-election. The turnout further
dropped by around 1% both in
the state and the country in
2004 but this time the incum-
bent government was voted out
of power, paving the way for
formation of the Congress-led
UPA government.

In the 2009 LS elections, the
turnout in U.P. further dropped
1o 47.77% against the almost
stagnant 58.13% national aver-
age. The UPA returned to power

VOTER TURNOUT IN )
LS ELECTIONS IN%

up

38.41
46.02
54,51
46.01
56.44
49.96
55.81
51.27
49.24
46.50
55.49
5353
48.16
41711 58.13
2014 5844 66.22

India
44.87
45.44
61.04
55.27
60.49
56.92
63.56
61.95
56.73
57.94
61.97
59.99
58.07

Year
1951
1957
1967
19N
1977
1980
1984
1989
1991
1996
1998
1999
2004
2009

2019 59.21 67.04
—

for the second consecutive

term.

The 2014 Lok Sabha elections
held in the shadow of serious
corruption charges against the
UPA government and the anti-
corruption crusade led by Anna
Hazare saw a dramatic jump in
the turnout by around 11% in
U.P.and 8% in the national aver-
age. This was the highest-ever
increase between two elections,
resulting in the BJP winning by
a landslide and forming the gov-
ernment under Narendra Modi
at the Centre. The turnout
soared by around 1% to 59.21%
in U.P. and 67.4% in the country,
the highest-ever, only to repeat
the Modi government in 2019.

NEVER THREE IN A ROW
Voter turnout has never
increased for three consecutive
elections both in the state and in
the country since 1951-52.
Former VC of Mahatma Gan-
dhi Central University Sanjiv
Kumar Sharma says voter turn-
out in states like U.P and Bihar
has been traditionally low, and
the reasons may be many.
“One important reason could
be that a large number of
migrants are not able to vote in
their home states,” he says.
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{ NO ELECTORAL FALLOUT IN 2022 ASSEMBLY POLLS }

In first Lok Sabha polls since Kheri violence,
INDIA bloc tries to revive old wounds

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Despite no electoral
fallout in the 2022 Uttar Pradesh
assembly polls and 2023 civic
elections, the Opposition INDIA
bloc is trying to draw political
mileage against the ruling BJP by
refreshing memories of
the October 3, 2021 Lakh-
impur Kheri violence
amid the ongoing Lok
Sabha poll campaign in
the Kheri parliamentary

Ashish is currently out on bail.

The October 3, 2021 violence
had claimed eight lives. Five of
them were killed after a convay
led by an SUV ran through a
crowd of farmers (protesting the
then new farm laws, which were
later repealed). Three people
were lynched in subsequentmob
violence.

Following the incident,
the Opposition and some
farmers’ bodies
demanded the remaoval of
Teni as the convoy was

constituency, whichvotes  POLL  allegedly associated with

in the fourth phase on TC him and his son.

May 13. ‘VAI CH In the February-March
In the first Lok Sabha ———— 2022 Uttar Pradesh

polls since the incident, the BJP
has once again reposed faith in
junior home minister and two-
time sitting MP Ajay Mishra
Teni, who was in the eye of the
storm as his son Ashish Mishra
Monu was the main accused in
the Lakhimpur Kheri case.

assembly polls, held a few
months after the incident, the
BJP won all the eight assembly
seats in Lakhimpur Kheri district
(five in Kheri and three in Sita-
pur Lok Sabha constituencies).
The party also won most of the
posts in the urban local bodies’

polls in the district in the sum-
mer of 2023.

While the Opposition INDIA
bloc is looking to refresh the
same wounds in public memory
against the ruling party and the
sitting MP, the BJP is standing
firm,

On Thursday, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav said
at a rally for the party nominee
Utkarsh Verma: “Give a reply to
‘SUV" through your votes, oust
Ajay Mishra Teni". It remains to
be seen if the issue will impact
the voters on the polling day.

A day earlier, Union home
minister Amit Shah backed his
deputyand said: “Wherever I go
(for campaigning), in every
place, people demand that their
MP should be made a minister.
But you, the people of Kheri, we
have already given you a minis-
ter. Ensure the victory of Ajay
Mishra and I assure you that I
will make him a big man.”

In the first Lok Sabha polls
since the Lakhimpur Kheri inci-
dent, an undeterred and confi-
dent BJP has fielded Teni again.

He is looking for a third suc-
cessive win after his 2014 and
2019 victories on the seat.

The BJP denied tickets to
many of its sitting MPs this poll
season, including Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, the sitting Kaiser-
ganj MP who was dropped in the
backdrop of allegations of sexual
assault by some women wres-
tlers while he was the chief of the
Wrestling Federation of India
(WET).

But the BJP withstood all pres-
sure and retained Teni both in
the government and as the party
candidate. In the 2022 UP assem-
bly polls, BJP bagged all the eight
assembly seats. In Nighasan seat
(where the incident occurred),
its victory margin of 41,009 votes
was more than on the other
seven assembly seats,
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Pleain Supreme Court
questions EC's ddayin
release of poll turnout data
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The Election Argument
SC does right to give Kejriwal interim bail

C had indicated last week that it may give Arvind Eejriwal bail
S because of elections, and it followed through yesterday. AAP is

a national party, in govt in Delhi, which votes on May 25, and
in Punjab, which votes on June 1. Besides being the party chief,
Kejriwal is also the chief minister of Delhi. In the past, of course,
AAP campaigns in both Delhi and Punjab have been very much
helmed by Kejriwal. While only time will tell how much his return
to the campaign trail will affect voters, the uplift of party workers’
spirits is already evident,

The court order takes pains to clarify
that this is not about “placing politicians
inabenefic positioncompared toordinary
citizens". It notesthat Lok Sabhaelections
provide the vis viva (kinetic energy) to a
democracy. To ignore elections’ prodigious
importance in examining the grant of
interim bail to an electorally significant
figure, the court said, “would be inigquitous
andwrong”. What do precedentssay? That
even when regular bail would not be justified, interim bail can be
granted under compelling circumstances. That in Chandrababu
Naidu's case too, SC has “deleted the condition restraining the
respondent” from participating in the political process.

As part of its reasoning for interim hail, the court also cited
the timing of Kejriwal's arrest in March this vear, when the
investigation has been pending since August 2022. These matters
will resume in court after Kejriwal's bail period, which ends on
June 1. But for now, the court has done right to put the interests of
democracy over other issues.
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THE VOICE OF COMMUNITIES IN ELECTION SEASON

Give us a park
for our icons,
say Marathis

Times News NETwoRrk

Lucknow: Over 5,000 mem-
bers of the Maharashirian
community in the city want
their MP to request state
govt to allot a land for the
. p construc-

tion of a
park  here
where they
A would in-
1 stall idols of
- Shivaji and

other Marathi leaders.

They have also deman-
ded construction of a Ga-
nesha temple and a commu-
nity centre in the city and
better rail connectivity bet-
ween Lucknow and Kolha-
pur, Sangliand Satara.

President of the Marathi
Samaj Umesh Patil said that
to keep their traditions and
culture alive they would ask
their MP toset upa Ganesha
temple in the city. * We want
our MP to ensure a land for
the community where statu-
esof Marathileaders can be
erected,” Patil said.

Most of the Maharash-
trians in the city hail from
Kolhapur, Sangli and Sata-
ra.

Malayalis for
more flights,
trains to Ker

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Over 5,000 Mala-
yalis living in the city de-
mand better connectivity
from Lucknow to Kerala via
railways and air route from
the member of Parliament
(MP) from thecity.

Several Keralites came
to Lucknow in the early
1850s for higher education
in Lucknow University
while others came to practi-
ce medicine and for job op-
portunities in banking and
the military Lucknow is
connected to
Kerala by
4 Rapti Sagar
§ Express
which runs
i from Go-
rakhpur to
Kerala via Lucknow four
daysa week.

Besides, till date there
are no direct flights betwe-
en UP and Kerala.

“The compartments of
Rapti Sagar express are ve-
ry old and in bad shape. The
condition of all the coaches
is terrible,” said president
of Kerala Samajam Jenson
James,

Kashmiris for
more seats in
colleges, univs

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: From increase
inseats in higher education
to reinstating discounts in
the registry fee and a com-
munity centre with a temp-

- le, Kashmiri
Punditsresi-
ding in the
city are sure
that local
MP  would
il meet all the-

ir demands.

Kashmiri Pundits star-
ted settling in the city du-
ring the reign of Nawab
Asaf-ud-Daula in 1775. As
they were literate and knew
the court language Persian,
they were awarded with
prominent positions in co-
urt of Nawabs. More Pan-
dits families started shif
ting to Lucknow after their
exodus from the Kashmir
valley in 1989. Today, over
1,000 Kashmiri families re-
side here, said president Pa-
nun Kashmiri Association
Ravi Kachru. He said that
govt should allocate more
sedts in higher education to
the Kashmiri families li-
ving in the city,
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Jailed Sengar’s shadow looms
as Sakshi aims for a hat-trick

Maharaj Bolstered By Lodhs’ Presence, Annu Tandon Banks On Local Connect

UNNAD LS
CONSTITUENCY
HAS SIX
ASSEMBLY
SEATS
BANGARMAU
Shrikant Katiyar
SAFIPUR (SC)
Bamba Lal Diwakar
MOHAN (5€)
Brijesh Rawat
UNNAD

Plining Gupta
BHAGWANTHAGAR
Ashutosh Shukla
PURWA

Anil Singh

PAST MPs
OF UNNAO
L

M

2004

Brajesh Pathak
(BSP) (incumbent
Dy CM)

2009

Annu Tandon
(Congress)

2014 & 2019

Sakshi Maharaj
(BIP)

PankajShah @ timesgroup.com

our years after he was sentenced to life
imprisonment by the Delhi high court on
charges of raping & minon, expelled BRIP
leaicher and formier MLA from Bangarma,
RuldeepSingh Sengar's shadow continues
to loom large over Unnao Lok Sabha
constiiuency

Cooling his hesls in Delhi's Tihar jail,
more than 500km away, Sengar, in fact,
lurks in the collective psyche of people in
Unnao - thanks to the profound
“Influence™ he wielded in the reglon fior
nearty 18 years as a lawmaker (between
M2 il 206400,

Having started his political career
with the Congress in the enrly 1990s,
Sengar switched over to the BSP and won
the Unnaoassembly seat in A02 This was
the first time the BSP won the seat. A few
venrs Inter, Mayawatl expelled him for
alleged “anti-party” activities, Sengar
then joined the Sarsjwad] Party and won
from Bangarmau in 2007, the year when
the BSP stormed to power with an
absolute majority for the first time in UR

He won again in 2012, this time from
Bhagwantnagar assembly constituency
But just before the 2017 assembly
elections, he switched over to the BJP and
wit from Bangarmail

However, Sengar's career ended
abruptly in 2018 when a 16-yearobd gird
accused him ol rape. Hewas subsequently
arrested by the CBI and expelled by the
BJIP In 2019, the Delhl high court
convicted him on charges of rape,
framing the rape survivor's father in an
illegal firearms case and his death in
judicial custody, and conspiring with
others in an accident case of the rape
survivor In Feb 2020, he lost his assembly
membership

Sengar's brother Atul Singh, who is
also a local strongmean, was jailed for his
involvement In the case, too. The Sengar
brothers operated from their white
palatial bungalow tucked deep in the
gquiet precincts of Makhi village in
Uninao, The residence looks over aschool-
Virendia Singh Shiksha Niketan Inter
College, nmmed after Sengar's grandinther
The locality comes under the Safipur
reserved assembly constituency,
represented by BJP MLA Bamba Lal
Diwakar:

The ares also has the mpe survivor's
small house, which is continuously
guarded by armed security personnel on

PITCH REPORT

e —— -
SAKSHI MAHARATS RESIDENCE-CUM-OFFICE

the directions of court. The survivor's
elder sister, Sonakshi (name changed),
tells the wisiting media persons: “He
(Sengnr) ruined us. We could not even
perform the “terafiof’ {13th day ritual) of
our father, who died in police custody
Who is responsibbe for the situation which
we are in? Sengar is in jail, but his
‘rasockh’ (influence) hasn't died down.”

The survivor and her mother shifted
to New Delhi's Nangoi locality after the
incldent. The locals, however. maintain
that there hns always boen an element of
“suspicion” in the entire controversg

“All we know is that ‘cldhayar i had
n ‘bhawkal” (influence). But he alwiys
remained present amang the people
What happened is/ extrémely
unfortunate,” said Sonu Sharma, who
runs a taxi service in Upnao.

Nearly 50 km oway in Bangarmou,
people have thelr own sense of
understanding vis-h-visSengnr *He had
his own system, higown séfs of contacts.
at the grassroots leval, He seemed not to
rely much onsny party organisation. He
won elections on his own strength,” sabd
Umesh Kumar, a ten seller

Not surprisingly. soon after BJP's
Unnao MP Swami Sachehidanand Hard
Sakshi Maharaj, aka Sakshi Makaraj (68),
gol re-elected In 2018, he visited Sengar,
whio wns then lodged in Sitapur jail, to
“thank" him for *his support.” “This is
likea taleof *Sadfu o shaitan,” quipped
a local in Kishori Kheda locality of the
clty Maharaj, a Lodh OBC, ls hack in the
frmy and aims for a hatirick. Locals here
often chart out a slogan, reportedly
coined by Sakshi himself: “Dhai-lakh
Lodhi, baaki saare Modi™ (2.5 lakh Lodhs,
the rest being supporters of Modl) -
signifying the electoral strength of Lk
and Modi's popularity in the region.

The constitueihcy has asimble number
of Dalits and OBCs, primarily Lodh amd
Nishad. Brahmin and Thakus oo,
arcoumnt for & pood numbser of volers

Enown for his closeness to former CM
Kalynn Singh, Sakshi won hi# first Lok
Sabha election from Mathdrsan o BJP
theket in 1991 and ther from Farerakhabad
in 1996 and 1996, He wag fnvolyed in the
Ram Janmabhoomi mavemnent and is ane
of the accused in the Babrl Masjid
demolition case, n a8, e switched over
to the SP and the then party chief,
Mulayam Singh ¥aday sent him to the
Rajya Sabha, He, however, returned to
BIP in 2012

Around 10 kilometres away from the
heartof the ofty Sakshi's residence-cum:
office in Gadan Kheda bustles with
activity.as people make a beeline to meet
him! Aftera brief meeting, the Mahara)
whao is always in saffron robes, hops.on a
waltlng SUV and speeds off for
cxmpaigming *He will retitn bate at night
and may meet people thereafter.” said one
of hisaccomplices. BIP's Unnao president
Avidhesh Kativar said the party is
prepared in all polling booths, “Tt's a one-
sided competition,” he claimed,

Sakshi s upagainst former Unnao MP
and SPeandidate Annu Tandon, who wis
formerty with the Congress, and BSP's
Ashok Pandey 8 Brahmin and journalist-
trned-politician. Tandon enjoys a local
connection with the people in the
constitueney. Her house in the Dhawan
Road locality of the city, too, has baen
abuzz with activities for the past few days.

“Unnao ls something very elose to
my heart. | do feel and anderstand
every pulse of the city, people, and
their problems,” she told TOI just
before leaving for a rally of 5P chief
Akhilesh Yadav
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New Delhi: lot or 100% matching of) 54 .

plaints by Congress, TMCaind SR oo b ok
CPM to EC alleging un e o Eetes Chit Bes announced
delay in release of

turnout figures for lﬁmh::grtﬁly In
and Il Hmm arnout
KGO has moved the SC sek-

ing a direction to EC to

lish in its website
cated constituency-wise
Ing percentage after e
bhase of polli :
RGO Association for De
crutic Reforms' { ADR), whisss
plea for efther return o pagssr
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Pioneer

Voter awareness campaign inaugurated

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B KANPUR

| voter awareness campaign
was inaugurated at Jai
Mandir Inter
College, Vikas Nagar, on
hur y;Undert%lis cll:lee‘:-lday
mega campaign launched in
‘the area l:>fgl\!l}'il~:as Nagar,

residents of every house were
urged for active participation in
voting on May 13. To partici-
pate in this social initiative,
under the leadership of
Manager Prof Sunil Mishra,
and Principal Dr Santram
Dwivedi, over 400 students
visited door to door and
appealed to people for 100 per

cent voting. Vice-Principal Anil
Kumar Tripathi, Ashutosh
Satyam, Om Tiwari, Yuvraj
Dwivedi, Bharat Dixit, Sushil
Shukla, Geeta Bansal,
Shailendra Shukla, Ajay
Prakash Singh, Om Prakash
Singh and Sushil Kumar Shukla
were present in the pro-
gramme.

hi Vihar and Lakhanpur

12
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Pioneer

‘NGO moves
LS voter turnc
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